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P H OE NIX. 

AN 

E S 's A Y, 

BEING AN 

ATTEMPT TO PROVE FROM HISTORY 

AND ^ 

ASTRONOMICAL CALCULATIONS, 

. , THAT 

T HE COMET, 

W.HICHji. 

BY ITS APPROXIMATION TO OUR EARTH, 

' • OCCASXOM2D THK CHANGS MADS 

AT THE FALL AND AT THE DELUGE, 

• IS THE 

REAL PHCENIX OF THE ANCIENTS. 



By JOHN GOODRIDGE. 



- J 

«< The Worlds were framed by the Word of-Go4/' " 

Heb^xi. 3. 
«* By his Spirit he hath garniihed the Heavens." 

Job. xvi. 13. 
The Worlds arc removed at the Will of God. 
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DEDICATION. 



AS tnfllny of my friends hdvt iiifift« 
ed that a Dedication is neceflarjr 
I (hall (though 7Hpt very fafliiohablc) 
dodicafe ihy book to the publick in gene* 
rail fbr whotn I firft intended writing 
itf and lo my contributors in (larticular^ 
fonre of whoA have fubicribed for fe^ 
veral copies as inay be feen by the cata^ 
talogue; there are alfo many gen tle-^ 
men and ladies who have interefted them« 
felves in nly behalf^ by which means 
many names have been added to the 
lift, which enables me to lay my work 

A before 



.J 



»s^^ 



DEDICATION, 
before the publick^ for without their af^ 
fiftance^ I (hould not have committed* 
it to the prefs: An expedient which 
affords me a much greater profpeft of 
hiving my wifti accompliflied; that of 
my work's cxifting till the next return 
of the Phoenix, for the more general it 
may be at that time, of the more 
benefit I hope it will prove to the then in- 
habitants. As it appears that I have ex- 
tended my love and regard fo far as to 
the laft of Adam's race upon earth, it can- 
not I think with juftice be thought I have 
lefs of either, for the prcfcnt generation, 
or for all the fons and daughters of Adam 
during the intermediate time. In peru- 
fing my work, the readers will I hope 
find no improper advice, nor any thing 
in the lead militating againft the chriflian 
religion, but the contrary, as it proves^ 
'4 in 
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DEDICATION. ? 

in my opinion, the power of that Being 
who has no equal; neverthelefs I have 
met with fome perfons who have charg- 
ed me with denying the Scriptures, in 
making the days of creation fo manj 
years; and in pointing out the time of the. 
conflagration : to the firft I have replied^ 
fearch the Scriptures (for in them you 
have eternal life); and whoever will read 
the Old Teftamcnt with attention, will 
find that a day and a year is often men- 
tioned, as iignifying one and the fame, 
which I think rather argues, that the 
fix days of creation were fo many years. 
And as to when the conflagration is to 
take place, I have not in the lead hinted 
either the day or month in which it may 
happen, nor have I attempted to confine 
the time to a fingle year; but (unlefs it 
fhould pleafe pod to alter the courfe of 

the 
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DEDICATION. 

the Cofflct) I am cOnfideht it Will hap- 
pen feme time in the year 2255 or 6. 
I fliould therefore think it prefumptuous 
to point Out the day; fully aflured m the 
fir ft place, that it is not in the pbwcr of 
man to determine it, as may be obferved 
by reading the work; in the next place. 
Our Saviour himfelf has declared that 
lione knoweth the day but the Father. 
If I have been attacked by my acquain- 
tance, what may 1 hot expecft from the 
ill-natuted criticks, if fuch there are? 
though when I tell them that my 
produdlion is the labour of an old man 
worn out at fea, he hopes they will 
not be fevere with him. As I think and 
believe that my dodtrine will not be much 
relifhed in this age of politenefs and dlA 
iipation, and I am afraid in too many a 
want of religion, I neverthelefs hope it 

will 
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DEDICATION. 

will meet with encouragement from the 
well difpofed ; I (hall therefore beg leave 
to aiTure thofe gentlemen and ladies^ 
who from a principle of generofity, have 
not only promoted my work by liberal 
fubfcriptions^ but have likewife aflifted 
me with their intereft, that I have a due 
fenfe of the obligation ; to them then in 
particular, and my Subfcribers in general, 
I return my fincere thanks, afTuring them 
that I fhall ever gratefully acknowledge 
(by a kind rememberance) their favours 
t)eftowedon me. 

And I moft willingly fubfcribe myfelf 

Their devoted 

And moft obedient fervant, 

JOHN GOODRIDGE. 

Flujbingf tjtb Fibruary^ I'j^u 
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PREFACE. 



WHEN I firft fat down to write 
the following Eflay, I had not 
the moft diftant thought of committing 
it to the prefs ^ my defign was only to 
leave a few manufcript copies with my 
family and fome particular friends, always 
wifliing it might, if poffible, be handed 
down to poflerity until the time of the 
Comet's next return ; but after I had got 
it into fome forwardnefs, and had (hewn 
it to my neighbouring friends and ac-^ 
quaintance, many of them advifed me 
to publifh it, and by fubfcription (though 
did my circumftances afford it I certainly 
would make the publick a prefent of an 
ImprefRon). And although I have great 
diffidence in my own abilities for fucb 
a tafk, yet a? the publiflaing may be a 

b furer 
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PREFACE. 

furcr way of handing it down, than by 
a few manufcripts, I the more readily 
entered into the defignj hoping that by it 
poftcrity might be warned to confider, 
how nearly it will concern them to be 
rightly prepared to meet fo terrible and 
fudden a change, and not to be like the 
inhabitants of old (Noah and his family 
excepted) at the coming of the flood. 

It was about the year 1747, that I firft 
determined to leave fome manufcript co- 
pies behind me. What gave the firft 
hint was a remarkable Comet which 
appeared in the year 1743-4, which con- 
tinued to (hine for almoft the whole 
month of February. I was at Oporto 
when I faw it firft, ahd though from the 
length of its tail it muft have been vifi- 
ble before, I believe I was the firft perfon 
that faw it there. As I failed for England 
in four days after, I had an opportunity 
of feeing it almoft every night during a 
great part of the paffage ; and by the 

timr 
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tj^ic I had gained abput^ midway. Wf'* 
tweea Cape Finifterre and Ufhant^ it 
had got fo near the Sun that I could fee 
it in the 02orning before Sun-rifing, asi well 
as after Sun-fetting; it continued to appear. 
* both morning and evening for four or 
five days afterwards ; at lafl it approached 
fo near the Sun that its rays hid it from 
my fight. It emitted upwards a lumi- 
nous bright beam or tail, which ex^ 
tended in length feveral degrees of the 
heavens; and when it was neareft the 
earth I imagined it might be about ten 
Or twelve millions of miles diftant from 
it. All the time of feeing it I h&d no 
help except a fmailtelefcppe, fuch as is 
ufed on board (hip for viewing objedts at 
fmafl diftances, iiich as capes or head<^ 
l^^nds, roc^s,- (hips, &c» 1 lookc^ for 
it with impatjenee on i^s return fsoo^ 
the Sufi, but could never fee it after^ 
on which I concluded that its orbit could 
npt he near fo eccentric a$ I had at (irft 
i|P»gincd. I was therefore convinced 
b 9 that 



PREFACE. 

that it could not be a Comet capable of 
fctting the Earth on fire, yet it nevetthe- 
lefs fixed me in a belief that Comets were 
fufficient to occafion great mutations 
amongft the planets. 

I have faidin the following fheets^ tlj^t 
the Comet of 1680 is the only one hi- 
therto known that is capable of caufing 
the conflagration, and that by reafon of 
its pafling fo near the Earth's orbit; both 
in its ^efcent to, and afcent from, the 
Sun. . bit Ifaac Newton, when he firft 
fa\y it, before he had made his calcula- 
tions, faidj that its period mud exceed 
five hundred years, for its orbit was fa 
very cccen trick, that whilft it was ob- 

ferved it travelled almoll in a parabola. 

• 

I hope it will not be thought amifs 
that I have fo frequently in the courfe of 
my work quoted the authority of fo ma-' 
ny authors. But as they were all men 
of kno^vn and approved abilities, I chofe 



1 



. P R E P A C £• 

to have recourfc to their affiftance, rather 
than to reft too confidently on my own. 
As niy acquaintance both with Grammar 
and with the Claffics is but fmall (which 
I have often lamented) cotredl periods 
and ftudied phrafes are not to be expeA- 
ed. Aftronomy being a fciencc 1 have 
ever held in great efteem, I have. often 
wiflied for time and opportunity for 'ma- 
king celeftial obfervations ; but it was 
not to. be fo ; the hurry and buftle of. a . 
fea-faring life, and the care of a nume- . 
rous . offspring prevented. This will I 
hope apologife for me. And my iniperfcfl: 
performance I hope will be looked upon 
with a favourable eye by all thofe of my 
friends and acquaintance into whofe, 
hands it may fall, who although they 
may not agree with me in all I haviaadvao* . 
ced^ will I hope agree with m^this one^ 
grand point, that as Aftronomy is a fcience, 
which, as it were, exalts you above the 
heavens, and, if I may be allowed t}ie 
exprefiion, carries you beyond ^1 dU 

fiance 
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ftance-; (6 it fcts forth> ^ in a fupercmi-* 
nent degree^ the power, mfdotn^t and 

incomprebenfiblenefs of the Great Crea- 
tor. Therefore ^n undevout aftronomer 
muft be mad« 

As I bear a love to mankind in gene^ 
ral, fo on this principle I wifh, that all 
the prefent and fuccecding generations 
upon Earth may fcrioufly rcfled how 
much it behovfcs them* to ftarid prepared 
for every event by a right difcharge of 
theirduty towards God, and towards man ; 
towards God, by awefuHy fearing him, 
worihipping and ferving him with all di- 
ligence, and loving him above all other 
coniideration ; towards man, by doing to 
others as we would they fhould do unto 
us 5 for thefe things let us ftrive as we re- 
gard our own fouls, fo fhall wc be pre- 
pared to meet Chrift at His fecond com- 
ings and to enter into His joy; then would 
my end be obtained and my weak endea- 
vours timply rewarded, and I humbly pray 
I unto 
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unto the Lord Jehovah our God, that He 
will blot out all our tranfgrcflions, remit 
us our fins and think of our iniquities no 
more. And that through Jefus Chrift, 
His beloved fon, who fufFered for our 
redemption, whom He raifed from the 
dead, and placed at His right hand, to be 
our kind Inierceffor, Mediator, and Great 
High Prieft, we may all be made par-, 
takers of His righteous kingdom, and joint 
heirs with him in the glorious kingdom 
of his Father and our Father, for ever 

and ever 

AMEN. 
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MY defign in the following Effajr, 
is to fliow that % Comet has 
been the caufe o^yfo grand ca- 
taftrof&es tliat have happened to this our 
Earth,,; for the puniihment of its inhabi- 
tants^ at the Fall and at the Deluge i 
which Comet (it is my intention to prove 
as far as I am able) is the real Fbcenix of 
the ancients. 

But, before I proceed, I think it will firft 
be neceffary to give fome account of this 
,our Solar -Syftem, from which (were it 
poflible) i^vat, idea may be formed of 
the umvcrie immenfe^ which contains 
numberleis Solar Syflems^ perhaps in 
extent e^ual to this of which we are .a 

B part 
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part ; all which confidercd, muft fill 
us with amazement, at the power of the 
Almighty Creator; who could form fuch 
prodigious fyftems, replete with mighty 
O/bSj, re viDlving regularly round their ouns 
as their centres. In £hort, the more we 
contemplate his power, the more is our 
ftftonifhments and I think it is a convincing 
proof that finite beings canno^ cpmpfe** 
^end the infinite pne^ 

In proceeding with the work, the whole 
is comprehended under feven head$ : 

^\it Firfi treats of the Solar Syftem* 

The Second of Comets in general. 

The fAirdihows that the IJeavenly Bq- 
{dies move in vacuo. 

T]\Q Fourth^ that th<:fixday§ of crpafion 
VjTcre cquaj to fix years, 

Fifthly^ I (hall endeavour to prove, 
that the Comet which occafioned the De^* 
luge is the real Fhcenix of the ancients. 

The Sixth gives reafons why the Fhanix^ 
At its next return into our regions, will 

occa« 
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bfccafioh the Conflagration preceding the. 
Millehium. 

And Siv'entbiy, and kftly, will be th6 
deftruaion of this earth ; fo as to be fwal- 
lowed up in that mighty body, the Sun, oi* 
be carried awiy intd far diftant regions 
from him, nd mote to be found amongflf 
the Planetary Chords. 

Firft, then, the Sun, that glorious Lu- 
minary, the parent of light ahd heat to 
thofe feveral bodies, which moving round 
him from Weft to Eaft in regular Orbits, 
and atftated periods, cohftitute that fami- 
ly of Plariets denominated the Solar Sy- 
ftem : the Planets that ard knowii, Aftro- 
nomers have diftinguiflied by the names 
of Mercury, Venus, the Earth, Mars, 
Jupitdr, and Saturn j. to which the Mooii 
is added, though only a companion to the 
Earth. 

The Still, in immenfe globe of fire, 
is placed near the common centre, or lower 
focfts of the Orbits of all the Planets 
B 2 which 
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which cbmpofe our fyftem i his diameter 
is computed to be 763,000 miles ; he 
turns round his own axis in 25 days (ix 
hours of our time, as is difcovered by at* 
tending to the motion of fpots on his fur- 
face, and by the attradion of the circum-^ 
volving Planets, he is agitated by a fmall 
motion round the centre of gravity of the 
whole fyftem. 

Mercury, the neareft Planet to the 
Sun, performs his revolution round him 
in 87 days and 23 hours of our time, 
which is therefore the length of his year -, 
but no fpots being feen on his furface, by 
reafon of his being generally within the 
Sun's rays, his rotation on his axis is yet 
unknown to us. His diameter is com- 
puted at 2600 miles, and his diftance 
from the Sun about 36 million of miles : 
the light and heat he receives muft be 
above fix times as great as our's ; yet is the 
great heat of this Planet no fufHcient argu- 
ment againft his being inhabited; heat 
4 and 
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aad ccdd are relative termi^ an A a^ pur 
^iftbis iixliabitedy Jt is a cQneluQoib ^^^. 
QiQted by analogick reafoning^ that tfUr 
other globeSi which like our's rev(»l¥er9fin(i 
the .Sunk are alfo ftirmflied with»halki«{ 
tant^ : not our fyftem of Planets oiiIy> but: 
the numberlefs S6kr Syftems; thdirdr-t 
cumvolving Planets likewiie have thetc 
inhabitants, whofe conftitutions are fuit- 
ably framed to the circunoftances of their 
fituattoqs. 

The next Planet in order is Venu^# 
vdkoCc Diameter is 7906 miles, and her dif 
ftance from the Sun is nearly 69 nullioni 
of miles. She goes round the Sun in 204 
days 17 hours of our time; but as there 
is a difBculty in obierving her fpots^ her 
day has been differently accounted fpr^ 
Obfervers differ fo much 4s from a4t oi 
our days to 14 hours of our time, whlcb 
di&greement muft be owing to the great 
difficult of making accurate obiervation^ 
from her fpots. When Venus appears 

weftward 



wtfftwdrd of the Siln, (he rifcs befoi'd- 
kimi fiind is then our morning ftar ;^ 
wheil (he appeirs eaftof the Sun, (herifes 
ktefy-and is then called our evening dar^ 
being each in turn 290 days. Venus and 
Mercijryare called inferior Planets, ^from 
their Orbits being included within that 
of the Earth's* -* 

The Earth which We inhabit, is the ' • 

next beyond Venus in the (yftem, at the . 

diftance of 95 million of miles from the 
Sun, which it encircles in 365 days, 5 
hours, 49 minutes, as meafured by the 
time of its diurnal rotation round its own 
axis. The diameter of the Earth is 7970^ 
miles, and by turning round itis own axis, 
every twenty-four hours from weft to caft, 
it caufes to its inhabitants (who conceive 
it to be at reft) an apparent motion of all 
the Heavenly Bodies from eaft to weft in 
the fame fpaceof time: a deception which 
dl the penetration of the ancient philO'^ 
fophers cquld not enable them to correct $ 

which 
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which afFords a ftriking iiiftance of the 
danger of trading to appearances, and the 
evidence of our fenfes. By its diurnal 
rotation, the inhabitants of the equatorial 
parts are rapidly carried 1042 miles every 
hour; and we in this latitude of 50-14 
north, in a proportion of about 38 to 
60: while the earth itfelf proceeds at 
the rate of 58000 miles, in the fame 
. fpace of time on its annual paflage round 
. the Sun : this amazing motion, though 
X20 times fwifter than that of a cannoa 
ball, is* much lefs than that of Mer- 
cury : and however this may ftagger the 
, belief of many not ufed to fuch con-* 
templadons j if the Earth was fuppofed 
rto be fixed, and all the Heavenly Bodies 
t to move round it, as they feem to do, 
:and as the ancients did, and many at 
this time, believe they do j principles muft 
be admitted . more fhockins; to proba* 
J)ility in every point of view* 

Th« 
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The Earth is acoomodated with an 
>attenda]>t Planet or Satellite^ called the 
MooH^ which regards the Earth as a pri- 
mary moving round it as the E^rth does 
.HMind the Siux : Jike die Earth, the Moon 
is a dark body, as all the Planets are, for 
die light they giire is all borrowed from 
the &iin> by refiediag his rays: Her 
diameter is 21.80 miles* and her didanoe 
frarn the Earth's centr^e 240,000 milest 
revolving round it in 27 days, 7 hours^ 
and 43 minuteSf which is therefore the 
length of her d^y and a^gbt. Whffii 
the Moon is between us and the Sun» 
ihe disappears, ber dark fide .being 
then towards . the Eairth ; apd is then at 
her change : As ihe psoceeds onward, 
w« begin tp fee her enlightened fide, 
.which we call the New Moon: ;tlus 
increafes to oi^r view as ihe advances, 
until hqr enlightened facCt being turned 
towards the Garth, (he appears then 
with a full illumined Orb, tvhich we 
lerpi the Full Moon: to inhabitants 

as 
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of the Moon, the Earth mufl? appear 
th^ largeft body in the Univcrfc, ferving 
het in the capacity of a Moon, thirteen 
times as large as (he appears to- us ; and 
when file is in her firft quarter to us, 
the* Earth is ia ite third quarter to her, 
and fo vice verfa. 

The Planet Mars is nest in order 
beyond the Earth : His diftance from 
the Sun is computed to be nearly 145 
milfiom of miles, and he goes round 
it ia 686 days and 23 hour's of our 
time ;. which is: therefore the length 
pf hi6 year: The time of his diurnal 
rotation exceeds our's* by 40 minutes : 
His diameter is 4444 milesu The Sua 
appears but half as large to his inhabitants 
ts to ufi» and his pipportioa of light and 
heat iis^ but^ half of what we receive. This 
Planet, being but a fifth part as big as 
the E^K$i^,j^. it fs attended, with any 
Moqfti^tjBf05^e very fmall, as none yet 
JKis been difcovered. 

G JVPITBR, 
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Jupiter, the largeft of all the Planets^ 
is flill higher in the Syftem, being 493 
million of miles diftant from the Sun ; he 
is full 1000 times as large as the Earth ; 
his diameter 81 thoufand miles; he ac- 
compliihes his annual period in 11 of 
our years, 314 days, 12 hours; and 
turns round his own axis in 9 hours, 
56 minutes. Jupiter is fometimes feen 
with fome faint appearances furrounding 
him, which are called Belts ; but as fo 
many changes happen in them, fome- 
times vanifhing entirely; nothing with 
certainty can be determined of them. 
He is atteaded with four Satellites or 
Moons, fome larger and fome fmaller 
than our Earth : And as all fecondary 
Planets are known to revolve round their 
primaries, fo does Jupiter's round him. 

Saturn is the moft remote of all the 
Planets hitherto difcovered ; his diflance 
from the Sun is about 904 millions of 
miles; his diameter 67 thoufand miles ; 

he 
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he is near 600 tiines the fize of our Earth; 
he performs his annual circuit in 29 of 
our years^ 167 days, 5 hours : But having 
no fpots in his body that are vifible to us, 
at this diftance, the length of his day is 
unknown. He is attended with five 
Moons that revolve round him as their 
centre; befides thofe Moons, Saturn is 
attended with a fingular Phenomena, 
being furrounded by a broad thin illu- 
minated ring, about 21 thoufand miles 
diftant from him, and about the fame 
breadth; one half of this ring is en- 
lightened for near 15 of our years toge- 
ther; that is, for one half of Saturn's 
revolution, for fo long therefore will this 
ring be vifible and invifible alternately. 
And what has been faid of Mercury in 
refpedt to his heat, may alfo be faid of 
Saturn ; that his great cold is.no obftacle 
to his being inhabited, 

N. B* As the Planets all move in Ellip- 

iis, it is their mean diftances that are 

mentioned : And as thofe diftances are 

C 2 calcu- 
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calculated from the Tranfit of Vtnui 
over the Sun's di(k in the year 1761^ 
they dilFer widely from all calculations 
utade and adopted before that period : 
And although the real diftances of the 
Planets from die Sun may not be pei> 
fe£Uy exad, yet their comparative 
diftances are certainly true. 

Having now finifhed my fliort account 
of the Planets hitherto known in this our 
Solar Syjiem^ I propofed^ 

Secondly^ to mention fomcthing of 
Comets in general^ before I proceed to the 
mofl remarkable one ever yet noted ; and 
which has been already mentioned in the 
title page^ and in page the iirft : Befides 
this Comet we are vifitcd by many others j 
they all move in very different dircdtions, 
and in very eccentrickEUipfis, and return 
at different periods : Their number 
noted by Aflronomcrs is 2 1 s though I 
am apprehenfive they are more, and for 
the following reafons: Being at fea in 
the latter part of April or beginning of 

May 
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MsLjf ill the year 1746^ I faw a Com^ 
clpfe to the two fouthernmoft Stars in the 
^Little Bear, fo near that an indij(Ferent» 
perfbn might have taken it for a Star be- 
longing to it, had it not been for its tail, 
which did not appear to the naked i^ye, 
to be above eight or nine inches long; it 
had no vlfible Atmofphere, and did not 
appear bigger than a Star of the iixth 
magnitude* It proving bad weather af- 
terwards^ I iaw it no more« Afterwards 
being at £ea on a paflage to New- York, 
in the mooth of September, between the 
years 1764 and 1766 ; (for upon the moft 
diligent fearch I coold never find my 
Journals, where the foregoing, or the 
following Comets vere noted in), being 
t^en in about 41 degrees North Latitude, 
and Longitude about 48 Weft, I faw a 
Comet ftbouc nii^ ;o'dock in tljp evening ; 
it was cm the firft part of the month j when 
I firftobfcnred ti; it was in the W. N, W,. 
and N. W. ptirt c^ the Heavens, about 
15 dqgvees to theibiithwardof the Point,- 

crs 
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ers, or two fouthernmoft Stars in the Great 
Bear; and feemed to have about 50 de* 
grees of altitude ; it being bad weather, 
I never had but partial views of it, though 
at times I had a fight of it for about four- 
teen nights, in which time it feemed to 
have travelled about 20 degrees of the 
Heavens. Its direction, as near as I could 
guefs, for I had no helps (and if I had, 
the badnefs of the weather would have 
rendered them ufelefs) was towards the 
S. W. It appeared to be about the fize 
of a Star of the third magnitude^ its at- 
mofphere hardly vifible'; its tail, I thought 
rather bright, confidering its diftance ; it 
was rather of the bu(hy kind, and ap- 
peared to be almofl: three feet in length : 
As I never have in any Tables or other- 
wife, feen any accounts of the foremen- 
tioned Comets (the firft of which muft 
have been at a very great diftance) I am 
of opinion their number may exceed 
21, three of which being calculated, 
are found to return at intervals of ys* 
4 "9 
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129^ and 575 years; the firft of which 
appeared laft in 17589 confequently may 
be expected to return in the year 1833. 
The fecond's lad appearance was in i66i» 
and will be again expected in the latter 
part of the year 1789, or the beginning 
of 1790. The third, and moft remark- 
able one, made its laft appearance in the 
year i68o. This Comet at its fartheft 
recefs from the Sun, is about 1 1 thou« 
fand 200 million of miles (as was ob- 
ferved by Sir Ifaac Newton and others) 
while its leaft diftance from the Sun's 
centre is about 490 thoufand miles ; at 
this part of its orbit, in going round the 
Sun, its fwiftnefs was found to be that of 
880 thoufand miles in an hour. The 
amazing length that this Co;net flieth off 
to in the univerfal fpace, naturally fug* 
gefts to our imagination the great diftance 
between our Sun and the neareft fixed 
Stars, whofe attraction the Comet cannot 
reach to return periodically to the Sunj 
and hints to us^ that the fixed Stars, 

ibining 
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(hioing by their own luftre, are all Sims 
(each furrounded with its feveral fyflems 
of Planet8f ia all which are fomething to 
praife Godf probably in a more eminent 
degree^ than is in the power of fallen 
XEian) the neareft of which is reduced to 
one point of vifion. The near approach 
this Comet makes to the Sun is fuch^ as 
would vitrify any known fubftance that we 
are acquainted with ^ the heat of which, 
at its laft appearance, was calculated by 
Sir Ifaac Newton, to exceed 2000 times 
that of red hot iron. 

Comets always appear with a. long 
tnnfparent tail, extending from that 
fide which is oppofite the Sun, both in 
their defcent and afcent, the nature of 
which has given roon^ for much contro** 
verfyi but £rom the* circumftances of 
^Mtr conftant oppoiition to the Sun» it is 
]»t imi^robable that they may be their 
lucid AtOLofpheres; which although 
\o& in tho Sun oa the enlightened fide, 

may 
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rfiay neverthclefS bjc yifiblc in ihwrflla-' 
dows. , . " 

To- come 'now, iii the <tiurJ:'fhceJ^l to* 
ifeow, as propofed, that all thofe' great and" 
glorious bodies that &y tl^rough wiirecM: 
fpace, move in a vacuum, or euipty^ 
fp^ct, where no inatter is qofitaiived ; as> 
it feems moft agreeable to r^afoti -and' 
to Phcendmfena. .-Accordingly wei^findj 
that all mediums which we are tm^ ac- 
quainted with, do retard the m6tida o£ 
all bodies, in proportion to the denfity.of: 
fuch medium. As the Planets therefbrei 
proceed with fuch uniform motions, it^ 
argues that the fpace in which they move^ 
muft be void of all fenfible matter ; tfai# 
is further corroborated by obferving the 
azure colour of the Iky; where there is 
no matter to refledt the rays of light 
(whatfoever thofe rays by hypothefis arc 
fiippofed to be) they will pafs through 
^11 fuch void fpace, and lcavc.it totally 
dark : Now, if the univerfal fpace is fup- 
D pofed 
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pofed to »be totally dark, fucb darknefsi 
(een through the enlightened atmorpherc 
that furrounds the earth, will neceiTarily 
he folwAcd into aA azu^e blue, and this 
\7e experience to be the . colpur of the 
iky, with this further eyj^en(:e in favour 
of the pofition, that the darker, and: 
dear;! the night,- the Moon as well as; 
the .Sisn being abfent, of the, deeper 

cblourdowe find the iky appear I:^iU; 

add. OM reafon more; The prtodigiousr 
foroe of attraftion : beftowcd on thofe 
xaighty.orbf^that fly through the univerfe: 
18 fuchy that 41 fenfible matter, thoiigh^ 
indiyifible (immaterial matter, if I may. 
ufp the exprefiion) will float in .the upper 
atmofphere. 

J am now (fourthly) Xo fhow, that the 
fix days of creation vvcre equal to fix 
years, the better to (how what happened^ 
at the Fall, of which (as I have already 
faid) a Comet was the caiife. ' 

The account Mofes gives us bf the 
creatioii is-ihort: Though it is cer- 
tain 
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»tain from blm, that this Earth wa? bring- 
ing into orJcr ^vvrbatfofyer change j^it 
might have ua4eroone befpre) and, TRas 
making fit tp receive its new inhabitiaQts> 
of which man was to be lord. Wc\ are 
likewifc told by Mofts, Genefis, chapr,i. 
ver, 2. " that the Earth, was withput 
form and void, and jdarknefs was upon 
the face of the,, deep Cwhich, I think, 
** implies a'pcrfedl Chaos^ a ^ft^^tjp 'this 
*'* Earth was thep jn) and the. Spirit of 
" God moved upon tjie ^face of .,f^e 
" waters." And in yerjfe 3. *'.Qod fafd, 
" Let there be light; and there w?s 
^' light." What fplldws to the end .pf 
the. cth verfe, (hows it was. the work cf 
the firft day ; the firmament anB divifion 
of the waters vvas the work o| the di^ 
cbncf. The waters fubfiding, , the dry 
land appearing, . God next caufed ^Ije 
grafs, the herbs, and. trees of all kiq^s 
to grow; all which Vas done, oo the 
third day, they ' all being ncceilary food 
for the land animals. The greater and 
D a leflcr 
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kfler lights and the Stars are particulars 
fed, which was the work; of the foCirth 

'day. The' produftibfa of the* \yatery 
tribes and the fo Wis of the air (he telJs 

' us) was the'appbintiriefirof the fifth day^ 
The' land animals were next brougfit 
forth; the grafs; the herbs, and the fruit 
of the earth belhg cotne'to maturity | 
and when every thing was fit for the re- 
ception of aian; the chief gueft, God in 
a mpft miraculous manner formed, rnade, 

' or* created him r fot fpeaking Jft the 

plural, as if a confultation wa^ to be 

•" . » . *, . . . . .* . . * . . , 

held, he faid^ ^* Let us make niah in 
**'our own image : * And God fprpied 
^« man but of thc'diift of the Eafth*' (as 
knowing the pride of man wpuld be 
great, it was doubtlefs to humble that 
' pride, he let hihi'khow of what ^oarfc 
-materials he was made) '^ apd he breathed 
y'into his noftrils the breath of life, and 
** man became a living .foul.*' But Adam, 
the firft created m?in^. having no prope? 
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^elp-meet of which he.cQmplainq4« Pvl 
• in as peculiar a manner ma^e wonian ojit 
of.m^n^ and gave thc;m ^l^isxomina|idr 
xn^nt: 'f Increafc and multiply and re^ 
picnifh the earth/' I^ere I muft;b^ 
Je^ve to make fqqiie rei^arks on the 
vTQrd, repleniih (in doing which I (bf^ 
&nd^ it neceflary to digrefs) does it npt 
imply to fill up fpoiething piade^m^tj^ 
or .pl^ce hx jkhe. roomr of fometbii^ t^^c^ 
^away, or doftroyed? Dpes it iiot.%n4fy 
the fame> as if it b^d been faid reftock 
or repeople the f)arth; again : The iza^c 
comtp^ndm^nt, Vir^ l^vo^^ ^tp Nip^hi^rM . 
fpo^ as . he-came out of, the Ark:':a%.|n 
the. ^thiChap.. o^ Qenefis, verfeift^ whff^ 
it caBnpt prQperlyrbiP taken in anj^.^i^r 
fei>f(f, thaiKo X9-ilock^ op WrpfiDpf4^jtl>e 
Earth anew,; . . ' i ,. ? .; I 

•Tijereafon for Wiyfuggeftionis^'tWii 
inMiareh, 1763, TBrbughta dergymin 
piflcngcr from New-York to FaknobA, 
^nd h^ing no other '6n boards 'he and 

I 



» -THE PHGB NI X. 

^4)eht maiy hoars ra cortvcrfatitin; he 
-^«^is -a '<Jcrman hy birth, and a miniftcr 
<)f fKc Reforihed ' Church, was ' well 
^adqUSKinted with tm>ft of the' modern, 
and 'a'pferfca inafter of the d^ad Jan-r 
g\iages. • I well remember when • corivej:- 
fittg onb day on religions fabjefts (which 
we^frequently did) it turnetl in piirticulikr 
oh>die palTage alluded tos hefald, that 
*trher«( the tranfltfrion had rendered it, as 
(in-d^ kft chap/Genelts and the iid verfe: 
-**-Alid'the Earth' Wai^ without'' fbrb and 
voiii :'* k (hbiild^ have been became void : 
iiri^t^mc word he added often -occurred 
'|tf the ficbrewi language, of which he 
• profttfed himftlf a thorough j^dgfe, 
'*wft*re ft was ' always rendcEred beeame 
except in. the place- now quoted ; indeed 
he went fofar as to aflert that Satan and 
;]i(|f iQUQwers were the expelled, and that 
-for t^jpif great crinaes, and although 
,it now feiqaiaed^a fecret, he did not 
:^b^b^ iiail^t, \jl y/onld pn^ d^>Q di- 
vulged 
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vulgcd. — In reply I told him, I^ covl4^ 
not contradid): him^ but added, th^t^ 
though, our Saviour in Scripture ca.lkr 
Sat^n "the Prince pf this Worlds*. I 
thought Jt. infplijcd. bis don^inion. over 
the unruly wills. and pajQiojps of men». 
rather than his Expulfion ; but flill he 
wa^Jixed inhis opinioni which, if juftt 
the word certainly iipplied a prior in- 
babitapt; and in that cafe it is as proba- 
ble to have been Satan and hi$ compa* 
nions, as any other. fet of beings, thcy^ 
being fo often mentioned in holy writ. 

. But to return— I am to prpve^ . that, 
dUfii^ tbp; fix daysQf .Creation, a day 
and, ^ year was the fame (and it is. very 
pro^fible that the day of. tfitt. was of the 
£ime length; for -as the. Creator had ap-' 
pointed the feventh day to be kept holy^ 
I therefore think it would be charging 
God with a breach of his Sabbath, to 
fuppofe any work of his took place 
during that day: it is alfo reafoi^abjetp 

think 



^ THE PHCENIX. 

dunl^ that Adam did not tnnfgrtfs un^ 
til the beginning mf the eighth day.) 
Now why a day and a year was the fame 
isplain^ from the Earth having no rotation 
iDondits own axis at diat time; the only 
motion it dien had, being its dally or an- 
nual coorfe roand the Son^ therefore It 
had ode hemilphere almoft continually 
towards him. And Paradife with its 
fnrrounding country; where Adinii with 
the firft inhabitants were to be placed^ 
was at or near the centre of the nioft il- 
luminated hemiijphere; which had re- 
ceived the greateft heat, in order to nou- 
rifh the feeds in the Earth and in the 
waters, for the vegetables to fpriog and 
bring to life the creatures of all forts. 
Such produdions have never happened 
fince, but by generation only. 

Mofes takes no notice of the. length 
of the day during the fix days of 
Creation; yet as to the beginning I 
think he is plain, when he fays, *' the 

•' evening 
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** evening and the morning was the 
iirft day/* and fo likewife of the reft; 
for the morning then began in the Weft, 
which has been our evening ever fincc 
the Fall; therefore fince he is not particu- 
lar enough on that head, I will attempt 
to prove it from other evidences; and al- 
though they will not be allowed divine, 
yet as thofe fages of antiqcrity were 
eminent for their great learning, and 
for the goodnefs of their lives, I hope 
riieir teffinntony will have {omc weight 
(if the diilance of time be confidered, 
the wafte it has made, with the havock 
of war, and other direful calamities, it 
is rather to be wondered that there can 
be any proofs brought, or traces left to 
examine). The firft I ihalt mentidn is 
EmpedocIeSy for the length of the day, 
whofe words Plutarch quotes. He fays, 
that ^^ when mjinkind fprang originally 
•• out of the Earth, the length of the 
** day fey reaibn of the flownefe of the 
^' Sun's motion was equal to ten of our 

E " months." 
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*' months." which is to be fuppofed was 
the time of the Sun's being above the 
horizon which has been generally allow- 
ed to be the length of the day ; if to 
that we then add the great length of 
the then evenings and n^ornings with 
the twilights, thofe who are acquaint- 
ed with the motions of the heavenly 
Bodies will agree, that the nights were 
of very fliort duration ; for in the pri- 
mitive ftate, that is, during the fix days 
of Creation, there was no Equator di- 
ilindtfrom the Ecliptick ; all motion^ was 
performed round the Axis of the latter, 
on its annual paffage round the Sun; 
fimilar to what the Moon does in her 
mcnftrual round the Earth; with this 
difference only, the Moon has always 
one fide turned towards the Earth; the 
Earth had one hcmifphere, that always 
pointed to one Plaga, or point in the 
heavens, oppofite the Sun, when at its 
perihelion, if it had any (for it is gene* 

rally 



^ 1 



i 



THEPHCENIX. 27 

rally thought it had none, its Orbit being 
trucly circular) and about the centre of | 

the hemifphere that pointed to the Plaga, | 

which had received the greateft heat, , 

was Paradife with its furrounding coun- \ 

try, where Adam and the firft inhabi- 1 

tants were placed, which by its greater 1 

heat was neceflary for the produdlion of ' 

every thing, both animate and inanimate. 
This will I hope be fatisfadlory, as to 
the length of the day during the fix days 
of Creation ; not but that God by his 
fiat could have ordered all things in an 
inftant; yet (as a learned Divine * has 
obferved on a like occafion) man could 
not, for Adam had a great doal of work 
to do the latter part of the fixth day; 
much more than could be done, had 
theparadifaicalday been no longer than the 
prefent. The next Author I (hall quote 
is Plato; who when giving an account 
of the heavenly Bodies rifing in the 
E a Wefti 

• Bifhop Patrick. 
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Wcfti and fctting in the Eaft, in relating 
fome ancient traditions^ delivered by. 
our firft Parents^ as he declares them to 
be, about the primitive ftate of things^ 
and v^hat a mighty change was efFeded^ 
by a moil remarkable alteration in the 
heavenly motions, he fays, ^' But I am 
^^ now about to fpeak of the change made 
^^ in the rifing and the fetting of the 
'^ Sun and the other Stars; namely 
" how they did formerly fet in the 
♦* fame place where they now rife, and 
rofe where they now fet; and hovr 
God changed their, courfe for that 
" which they have at prefent; for 
^* fometimes God himfelf directs the 
'< motions of the univerfe, and at other 
'' times, after fb many periodical motions 
" as he fees fitting, he leaves it; where- 
** upon it is, as it were, fpontaneoufly 
** carried about by a motion contrary to 
** the former." And further he fays, 
^' This change ought to be accounted 

<• the 
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'' the greateft that any of the heavenly 
*« bodies undergo." 

I think the evidence of Empedocles for 
the length of the day^ and that alib 
given by Plato for the change made in 
the rifing and fetting of the Sun, and 
all the heavenly bodies, are ftrong proofs, 
that the fix days of Creation were fo many 
years. There are befides many of the 
ancients that bear teftimony to the revo- 
lutions of the celeftial motions, whom I 
thinkitneedlefstoenumeratei lihallthere-* 
fore leave it to thofe gentlemen that have 
time and opportunity to examine ancient 
hiftory, where they will find matter fuf- 
ficient for convidion. 

I have in my reading met with a very 
ancient Rabinical Revelation, where it 
is faid, that when Adam was expelled 
Paradife, God fhowed him what was 
to happen until the end of the world, 
or until bis pofterity was deftroyedt 
whereupon he was filled with grief and 
aftonij(hment at the evils they were to 

encounter. 
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encounter, of which he had been the 
caufe: but he was foothed with the pro-» 
riiife of a Mefliah, and when he was 
fliown the beautiful foul of David he 
feemed pleafed, until he was informed, 
that it would not remain amongft men 
a years he then prayed that 70 years 
might be taken from his own life, and 
added to that of David's. Accordingly 
we find from holy writ, that David 
lived threefcore years and ten, and Adam 
nine hundred and thirty^ for it is faid 
and believed that if Adam had remained 
perfect as he came out of the hands of 
his Creator, he was to have lived a thou- 
fand years; at the end of which he was 
to have been tranilated into a flate of 
eternal blifs, without tafting of that bit- 
ter potion death. 

Now fuppofing this ftory founded on 
truth, which I am more apt to believe 
than difcredit (though I am not capa- 
ble of believing every tradition which 
4 the 
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the enthufiafm of man has attempted 
to impofe on the world) it is very rea- 
fonable to conclude that Adam was 
acquainted with prior as well as future 
events; for Chrift who made him perfed: 
and in his own image, muft certainly 
have endowed him with larger faculties 
than any of his pofterity, whofe under- 
ftandings were, we will fuppofe, greatly 
impaired after the Fall; from which I 
think we may alfo conclude that Adam was 
acquainted who the prior inhabitants were, 
and with the crimes for which they were 
deftroyed or expelled. This adds to the 
confirmation of Plato's traditions, though 
the ftory of David was probably framed 
by the Jewifli fathers in honour to their 
favourite King. 

The cauie then of the change as before 
mentioned was owing to the Earth's receiv- 
ing a new motion at that time round its own 
axis from Weft to Eaft, and which tak- 
ing place at Adam's tranfgref&on, it is 

no 
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no wonder he was fore afraid, expeding 
immediate death, as he had underftood 
it (as the Earth muft have been mighti- 
ly convulfed and difturbed, by the colli- 
lion or near approach of a Comet at 
which we may fuppofe the very beafts of 
the field trembled). Adam therefore hid 
hiaifelf from the prefence of the Lord 
God, but not meeting dircdly with what 
he fo much dreaded, he arid Eve, recover- 
ing from their fright, made thcmfelves 
coverings of fig leaves to conceal their 
nakednefs, which they had difcovered 
and were afhamed of. We find too from 
Mofes, that the Lord made them cover- 
ings of fkins to keep their bodies warm : 
I think that had there not been a mighty 
change made by the new motion the 
Earth had then received, which render- 
ed both that and the Air much colder, 
Chrift the Lord would hardly have 
made^r diredlcd them to make tfaem- 

Jblves* 



lelves wftrm clothing of \vhich the/ 
ftbod in no need before^ 

That thi Earth did nt)t iilove rotinci 
ilis oWn Axis!, iHitil the Fall} is I thinly 
^lain: but Whether the rotation it re^ 
teived at that time was as obliqae td 
its annual thbtioh roUnd the Sun, \s it 
has bfeen ev^r fincfe; I ^vill hot pretend 
fo determine, though I ralhef think 
hot, becaufe Mofcs in the 8th chap, of 
G^enefis and the lift veirfe, tcUs us that 
God faid to Noah ;'* While the Earth 
•* remaineth, feed time and harvefti 
*' cbld and heat, fummcr dnd winter^ 
** day and night, (hall hot ceafe.^' Nbw 
iivc find that the notice takeh of the 
feafonS before ii ndt in fuch ftrong 
terms ; and, accotding to many of the 
Ancients, the Antediluvian days Werfe 
tnbre ec^ual than the prefint, as was 
their year alfo, Whifch Confifted of 366 
days; by that, and the gfeatef purity 
x)F thefi' Air, they account for the 
Ibttgcvlty of their lives, thougii 1 find 

F it 
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it iinpoSibU to acspiibt f9r t))€ oblifjulty 
of the Earth's aoMi^l ;nftot|Qa« 9i^d the 
iiuroal rotAtifW* M^l^ifh it recewcd at 
l2ie FnUj and wjbupb con.tioued. iintit 
the Deliuge. It is iK>i«r ' j^owfi :fbr 9 
certaiatyj that the pre^nt obliquity 14 
23 degrees ap4 .39 ^mautes betweeq 
both motions (an^ has fo yearly coati-f 
nued the Umc ever iiRoe; that ^ye^ 
fmall alteration it has yndergonie is no( 
worth iK^ing) fof which reafoa thf 
3ua is in the Northern Tropick in JiffitCp 
find in:thp Southern one in December^ 
each being 23 degrees 30 mini^tu 
di^nt frpm the Equatort on which 
the Earth pfrforni^ its diurnal rotatiou# 
making the above An^le twice in thp 
year with the Ecliptick, on which th^ 
Earth ^performs U^ aaanal circuit roun^ 
the Sun : the Fk^^ beginning at tbf 
Yernal Equinix, pr firft point of Aries 
about the 2 id of h/l^ch; 'the Second^ 
-at th^' AulumnjLl, or &f(k point of libra^ 
which happeps nearly on the fame- d^y 

c in 
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in the mottth dl-SftfJWlMbOr; tHe Wo 
Angltfs mileing-47" aicgrcWj -ft dkt a» 
tfiat portioh of die? Globtt whk* is 
contained bctweferi th* two Trbpioks is 
denotoinatcd the Torrid^ Zone f focalU 
cd' ftom the Sun's fcorching heal?; the 
Sun being- vertical in £5mepart or other 
of it continually. Again, for example; 
let it be obfcrVcd, that if yoii put any 
circular body in motion; its rotation 
roun(f its A*xiS will coincide with itsr 
progrfefliVe motion; and though the 
inequalities of tHfc' ground may throw^ 
if off (fiippoflng it to be a Ball) from 
the direftion given it by its firflf iiiipclling 
force; ftill let tha't alteration be evci' 
fo oblique from its firft direction, the 
rotation round it^ Axis will ftill agree 
with its altered' progreffive motion. 
This, it may be faid, will Hold good, 
where any Globe or circular body has 
a folid bafis to move on ; but would not 
were they lilce the Planets, or other 
more crralick Bodies, that fly off to fucH 
F 2 prodigiouf 



prodigious diftances after they hecotno 
)nvifiblQ to pur Ey^: the Planets an4 
Comets flyiDg through empty fpacei^ 
having Qo fol|d plgin to move on, it. 
may bt readily allowed, that they move 
in their feveral orbits without any rotar 
tive motion; which the Moon i« 
Ifoowp tp do ^s (h^ always Ihpws thq 
f^n^e ^emifphere to our Earth; and 
(jn^e that is the cafe, we muft feek 
for fome other c^ufe that gave fh^ 
^plafth a rotation round its Axis; fpr 
it bad no<ie before the Fall ; which I 
^^inl(: cannot be accounted for» bqt 
by the approxinjatioUf coqtradl, or col- 
lifion of a Comety and that obliquely; 
for the Earth's rotation has no relation 
qr agre^tpcn^ wi^h its progreffive motioq 
rpund the Sun; therefore a Comet 
piuft have been tbe ocqafion ; if it be 
9)lowed that al| bodies have no ro-» 
t^tion on an Axis but frpm a fecond 
(:auf<?; Venus, Mars, and Jupiter muft 
^^y^ bad (heir ipu^tions a$ well as 
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t^c Earths their rotations muft all 
have been in fuch a manner, and from 
fuch a caufe as was the Earth's, and 
according to their feveral obliquities. 
The Planets are known , to attradfc each 
other mutually, when they are in the 
fame qqarter of the Heavens; but 
they never approach one another near 
enough to occafion any great changes. 

Having giving my reafbns why the 
^x days of Creation were fo many 
years, that the hpavenly Bodies during 
(hat time rofe in the Weft and fet in the 
£aft, and that upon man's tranfgreffion 
the change took place; of which I believe 
9 Comet was the caufe; before I quit the 
fubjeA entirely I (hall endeavour to 
01OW the probability there is of tracing 
(he Comet from the Fall to the Deluge, 
pirft, then, Adam and Eve, the once 
|iappy pair, having furvivedthc terrible 
CfLOck given to the Earth at that time, 
were enabled to tell the mighty tale to 
their children and children's children 

for 
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for many generations, and no dt)ubt (as 
Piatd obfervcs) but they did', confe- j 

quently would tielJ' tlie caufc* affo, as ' 

Adam mull have fecn the Comer at its' 
approaching the fiarth. /At its tfexl 
return he would certainly fee it Again 
when hq would Be about the five 
Hundred' and feventy fifth- year of his 
agpi not he only but Ijkewife all' the 
then inhabitants, for in the Antediluvian I 

Aate the gir was pure, without wind 
6r clouds, cohfcquently there could be 
no raih« And although Adam was dea4 
at the fecond return of . the Comet, 
which would be abqut the 1150th year 
of the World, Noah, who was then 
living, and would be between the 30th 
and 40th year of bis, age, would with 
the then inhabitants Tee it in a more 
pprfedt manner than ever the pofldilbyian 
can„ our>ir being quite different from 
what It was. before. the Flood* Noah, 
frouithepurityof that air and' the num- 
ber of years hehadlivedi muft liave 

been 
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a better .aflrooocner Um ever the ^p&dl^ 
Iwi^ns^p be^ and^tpt.only. ^pabtc but 
^ ip^bitaats m general xxiuft. bav^ibefri) 
men of greater, tolfius^thao any of tbc 
prefcAt A^e will ever b^e, ki^ew, more oi 
A^, aod ScicacQ^ ;and doubtlefs jthe Au 
of wfiUHg wa6 kfiowa among^ i^oi 
(though perba|>3 hieix)glyphical) yet I 
fjna^opiiiioa that they were acquaioted 
vith letters^ probably not the fame af 
wereinafisw ag€6 afterwards p^ad^r ukoi 
hy the Foftdiluvi^s $ this i&deed is de#> 
vi^ti^g v^ry mudi fr-om the general 
reoeiye4 opinion^ theit Mo£s$ was the 
foft^ l^trian^ which however I caiiBot 
)>e perfuaded of^ altboMgh there are .in> 
Iraccsr left whereby to^ determine. 

We/ind Noah foretold the .Flood isto 
year^ befpre it happened ; probably from 
h\$ own knowledge of the, heairenly 
^dies; but the effe^s it would bav^ 
upon the Earth, if he did not receive i^ 
from A4am» he muftdjiave knawn^firom 
i^^i.'^ho, weilr^, orilcr^d hup 40 pro- 
pare 
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pare an Ark for the prefcrvation of hiiii^ 
fcif and family, and of all creatures both 
tlean and unclean: As Noah and his fa^ 
taily would fee the Comet before they 
crltered the Ark, they Would of courft 
make it known to their pbfterity after 
the Flood, and alfo what was the caufcs 
1 have before faid that the Comet which 
occafioned the change at the Fall would 
likewife occafiort the Deldge^ which may 
be perhaps objefted to by many bccauft 
the three periods between both asras do not 
cxadtly agree with the Chronology of that 
time: I think in the firft place, that the 
Cotriet'speriods muft have been (hortcrbe-^ 
fore theDeluge than they have been fihce ; 
in the next place, I think it in no wift 
fcrlminal to fay,that Chronology before the 
Flood may bear a doubt as to its exadnefs ; 
thefetwo teafons will I hope infome 
meafure account for the difference be*- 
t\yeen them. '* ' 

• At;Noah*s death, Abraham miift have 
been hear fixly yeah old. He certainly 
L muft 
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inuft;haxeJbad frain:NQ^» hi6.ibi{$i o£ 

count of the Deluge^ and what undjsc 
God was the caufci . ' And if not an 
hiilorical» at leaft. a traditional account 
Qf thdJWorld from the Fallto the Flood. 
Abraham Would not be the anly perfoa 
acquainted with it^ but all thoie; iwltft 
lived at that timfe^ .who were as well as 
hei capqhle.of hahdiag-it down ito.thjbir* 
pdftcrity/* But foon after • the ' .death of 
the PatriaTcti^ his 'dependents in Egyj^fj* 
the liracdites, were held in cruel bondagb' 
(exec the patent jef Ignorance) wherebjr 
they 'lai):alliktaowiedge» and wcmhLibt. 
ever have been loft.themfelves, h^ not 
Ood> in a miraculous manner, . pceferved 
Mofes by Pharoah's Daughter, who was 
afterwards broiight up in her. father's 
Court,* where he acquired all the learning 
of thcEgypdan^,. at,.that time the nioil- 
learned;|Qf all nations on Earth. ^ Thus 
prepared he became^, a proper^ inftrument. 
in t^e l)9nd. of Go4f to be a ruler and 
-- ^ G leader 
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df bis pe0pletoui'6#^£gyp^ -aisd-'cfut of 

edhimfei£, the :If]«fl^to^l\«3re ignorant 
Und ftubbotnrfor whioh reafot diof ^»il 
hkn fuU Employment.. ^ i ^ J -i . \ T 

Mofes gives but a Aortactottiitof^'tll* 
Deluge* H« fays w thst for^thr Ihid ^<^ 
mankind God bfMight t fxA^ktyiQx^ 
«pon the Earthy that ^^ thftrgatekMitf 
^t. heaven were opcgftd" (aHixUfag. |' itxpd 
pofe. to the forty* days ram) V*^afi^'th^ 
^Hfoantains of: due. ^kt,r;de6jp ^VCifa 
^ tvokehl^ButasIhis aco onq tofatiktoiti 
taioed in the 7th :€bap j'of Ofttiefii) tenj^ 
ifae i7th verfe to ti|e eJi4>.<i bbg hsbr^dlii 
nkt'lki IUadeMo:it.. :. ) i -jrvj 

Bat although Mo&s tokroiia notiqi ti0 
what was the iintnediate cau^e of'the^ 
Deluge, there arc many ptfiages in And-- 
cBt Hiftory to be foun^; which iecia?^* 
that a Comet did ptift by 'at .thj*4«*hfc^' 
and was the caufe. 1 (hall^ metiiftfl?''^' 
few authors, the firft of whom is- Pt$|€^;^ 
wha (fpeaking' of the Dckige) afiigii^ii- 
-- Comet 
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wfab«a-itt:i)r€jb4l»UC3r had it £rom th^ 

Hsyfe-mdft of ottr iofo^tafttioq'^ what 

. In^Jpdtard. «o (be. primitive ftate of th^ 

Wtiri^ (ja«ie;' of which I ihnUolfl^inoit 

at^ti^a ihereAfter) he doe9 not only 

* . 4^^^ ^^ Comet's ffafllng by at the tifae, 

',.\^/':.^ .t^ ^^^ •o^tntiops the direful.oSe^ it had 

'' ' ftpQ» tlta World. Mr. WWfteh feyd 

tbttrliiefelwA i9.i»9 Coiii^togriiphia» 

friiterljtQ^k 9f -thedi^ffdi efieds of (( 
(i^tgiiet .^at apt^eaired ia. tfafi rcl§k :of 
TyphpBb *hs* is jii3thr»-.Belp^# ^ im- 
8lfdi»|c^-Mbreit)}.li;^» he|£iy£ further* 
th#t ia-AQoieat :bopkf :jaiid i^prd^ there 
?fte.llcfi«mj? <lC.f ft>«»^!«. paffiag ,^y a( 
lb? EHloge- F-r^i).my flendier«cqt}ain<^ 
tawslKrkhTtfa^ deidlftdgiiage9,-«but mori 
^fflOkJira^af titAe» J have oqt been able 
|0 mneihis remukabk'Cofoet from the 
JFlAodj. ibtt firit aQccamtl bate 9^t with* 
fiuce that itinifi) siiif its iippeanaace : in the 
Q z year 
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year 44 before Chrift,. the fame year that 
Julius Caefar was flain in the Senate : but 
it» firft return jafter the floods according to 
its period, would be about the time lih- 
mael died, or near thirteen • years before 
the Death of Ifaac; its fecond return 
would be about one thoufand one hun- 
dred and ninety eight years before the 
coming of Chrift, or fome little time be- 
fore Jair judged Ifrael; its third - period 
muft have been in the reign of Jofiah over 
Ifrael ; and its fourth return was, a$ I 
have taken notice, in the year 44 before 
C hrift, which is the firft time that I can 
give any biftorical account of it ; yet 1 
am fully pcrfuaded th^t itis feveraj returns 
happened about the times I have riemarked, 
and were regifter^ by many, but loft, 
or otherwife deftroyed long ag§. But, as 
before obferved, in- the' year 44 before 
Chrift, many bear teftimony of its ap* 
pearance, particuferly Suetonius, Plutarch, 
and Pliny: thfi latter makes ufe of Au- 
guftus's own words as his voucher ; ** On 

« thofe 
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*^' thofe days (fays Auguftus) when I 
^^ was exhibiting fome games to the peo- 
** pie, a Comet appeared for feven dajpB 
** together." Perhaps dark and cloudy 
weather prevented its being longer feea 
or it might have been vifible both before 
and after the feven days though not noted 
by Auguftus. ** It was a remarkable 
" one, and vifible all the world over, the 
^* common people imagined that it fig- 
" nified the reception of the SobI of 
" Caefar into the number of the immor« 
** tal Gods, on which account the image 
*' of that Star was added to the Statue^ 
" reprefenting Caefar's head, which we 
** awhile after confecrated in the Forum." 
Probably this was to feed his pride, as 
the Caefars would have it believed that 
they fprang from the Gods, 

Ifhall trace this Comet no farther at 
prefent but proceed. 

Fifthly^ to prove, that the Comet is 
that fo much celebrated enxblem of 

An- 
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Antiquity (perhaps of the ueiurfcflripa^ ' 
alfo) the Phmnix. :*^ ^ ^ ' 

• The Phenm is moft cert^jraa 6g7p* * 
tiia hieroglyphical reprefentation of thr ^ . 
Comet. 

' Now. as Egypt was one of the fvsSi ami 
a fettled monarchy, at the tune«4i^a^ 
Abraham weot thither^ which was fll^out ^ 
the hundred and thirty fifth year.oC^is ^ 
Agt (for though wc have no account) 01^ m- 
theLcaming of the Egyptians at' thbt timd/^ 
]fet we have of their Juftice, fK>l» jtbe* •• ^ 
King's behaviour towards Abraham and- 
his wife) to me .^it would appear abfutd 
to think that they were not at that period 
more learned thab ever they were affer^pacw 
ciilarly after they had fallen into the groff- 
eft Jddlatry^ when they. not only wotfliipr^ 
ped things animate but things inanilnate^ 
And| M I have faid beforer that Abraham 
was about fixty years o^ ^|;6 at the deatl^ 
of Noah, if to that we addfeventy five 
yeaf6, which was the tlmt bf his being 
in Egypt, many of -<h* Bgypflailfe thea 
Ihrittg muft have been convcrfant with 

Noah 
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^oah.ajid his fons, as Well as Abf aham 
had been, for whicb rcafon we way fbp^ 
pbfe that not oaly th& Deluge but every re« 
itt!krk^le event iha thad happened in theAa-» 
'tediluvian ^ndPxixmtivie ftate of the worki 
was tranrmitted do^i^n hy that fa^y^and 
i?etafited*^by the Egy|»tiansy and for agea 
after the period • above mentioned; 
Annongft the maoy things deUvered hf 
Noahy' I believ^ die Pbanix to be OM i 
which as well as moft of thofe he left wair 
in hieroglyphicks^ a figure which tho 
Egyptians retained longer than any other 
peo]dc. The Pbanix^ according to their 
account^ is a Bird thgt once in nearly 6d6 
yearfii goes^ down to the Altar of the Sun^ 
U there burnt to a(be8» out of: which al 
yxmng one fpringa ajid flieth bfF(i very 
iinprobal)le ftory)^ Tboceis another ftery* 
tfA^^i this bird* which comes frcan die 
Arabiansi the dqfceiide»t8 of Iflimaeir 
tl*ey,fay^:that tbis/Rc^a Avis, the Fbehmtif 
once in fiv« s>x&^ hUpdf^d yearns, coam 
into Arabia^ in which country it buildeth 
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its ncft, with fpices aod perfumes^ fetting 
itfelf therein^ till by the great heat of the 
Son the Bcft taketh fire and is burnt with 
the Phcenix, out of the Alhesof whicfa a 
young one arifes and immediately flieth off. 
This ftocy fo differently related is rather 
a worie account thani that given of 
it fagr the Egyptians. It is alfo proba- 
ble that the Chaldeans^ and moft, if not 
all the primitive tribes and nations that 
weie the more immediate defcendents of 
Noah and his ions, had the knowledge of 
the Fbasnixy which, owing to the diftance 
of time, place, and different languages, 
was differently related, and at lafl: Jby war 
or other direful calamities was entirely 
loft; and I muft allow that the ftory, 
as handed down to us, has more the ap- 
pearance of fi&ion than of one founded 
on izJdiz ; therefore I fhall attemptto prove, 
in the beft manner I can, that the Comet, 
whofe laft appearance was in 1680, is 
the real Fbcsnix of the Ancients. 

A The 
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Thp Pir^nfx h f?id %o be ^ bird abqt|t 
the ii^e. of 9n Eagle, an(i not n^^c^ unlik^ 
one J thai it rctvKPrs once in nearly H.^ 
buttered year§, gqes down to the Altar of 

the spn, i? th?re h.qrqt,, ?n4 a.yopng on? 

fpxHigs put of U§ A^esand fliefboif again* 
J^QW J will fupppfe thi} J?^^«i??;tq bp f I?ir4 
mqch liJfqan Eagle: J ^yiU further Aippqf^ 
tf (Q l|»i^ onp thquf^nd ^iipes as b%, 3i;^d fhat 
it fljfiiiW % before you ip full yievjr, fliji 
}t^ pa/Ts^ge down to tbp ^un : how faf nml^^ 
it be ppflible to fp)Jow it with the 71^64 
fye?— opy even a^A^ wijh |he beft: 
gla(^s ? ^{^Jre^ly pot far— bpt let y& J^fiwf 
the Comet in the fame light, if wilj tfie^ 
pj|ai^lyappie?.r, t}?at this .Comet ap^ *he 
^b^r^ix oi the Af^cien,fs . are 096 . ^dj th^ 

Th^ Cojtnpt'? pcf iods. one wjrf» pp^Miwr, 
mcppoQ aoAveragg ?bQMt 575 years : thip 
fOita^oly agrees . with • the return ef thP 
Fbmi», which h (aid to be about 6q9 
year« : Secondly, the Comet's flight- ao^ 
<juick paffsge tbfottgh the b»ivfiiis« 

H Thirdly i 
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Thirdly, its tail, both which arc common 
to birds in general : Laftly, the Comet's 
going down to the Sun, where, by the vio- 
lence of the Sun's heat, it is terribly 
burnt, and when it returns, in flying off 
again, it is then called the young Pbomixi 
and let it be further obferved, that the 
Comet is of fuch a magnitude, that it can 
be eaiily followed with the naked Eye 
(if the heavens are free from clouds or 
taiifts) either in its defcent to, or aflent 
from the Sun, all which duely confidercd, 
proves, I think beyond a doubt, that this 
Comet, and this only, is what has been 
called ihtPhcenix. 

' I am now to go back again to the year 
44 before Chrift; which, as I have before 
faid, is the firft time I could give any ac- 
count of the Comet's appearance (ince the 
Deluge 5 now its next expedted return 
would be about the year 53 1 or 5323 that 
it did appear again at that time Lubienietz 
gives an account of in his catalogue of 
Comets, and Zonams, the original hifto« 

rian 
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rian, fays that in the 5th year of the 
Emperor Juftinian,. A. D. 53^ a Comet 
appeared of that fort which is called Lam-r 
padias^ and continued to (hine for twenty 
days together; it fent its bright tail up-- 
wards ; which words ex;a£tly agree with this 
Comet. The next period when it would 
be expeded was A. D. i io6» at which 
time hiftorlans are full of it: efpecially 
Heveliusaod LubieneitZj their accounts 
of which being colledtive I will relate 
fome in their own words. ** A. D. 1 106, 
V we faw a Comet of wonderful bright- 
" nefs, from the firft week in Lent till 
** the paflion of our Lord. An extraordina- 
*• ry ftar feen to ftiinc this year on Friday 
" in the evening Southward and Weft-- 
** ward andappeared bright for twenty five 
" days together/'— " A. D. uo6, in the 
'* month of February, two days after the 
" newMQon,a great Comet appeared South 
'* Weftward." «* A, D. 1106 a Comet 
•• appeared like fire, almoft all the montl^ 
'* of February." — *'A. D, 1 106, a dreadful 
H 2 Comet 
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" Comet appeared from the firft *cck 
*' in Lent, till the vi^l of Palm-Sunday. 
'* Same year the Eihpcror rfenry the 
« Fourtli died." 

the lift tiifat of this Comct'is 4p. 
pearance was in the year 16^0^ when 
it was obferved by many, efpeciall^ 
by three fam6u^ Afttonobiers of our 
own Coiintry, Sir Ifaac Newton and 
the Dpdors Halley and i^Iamflead. 
Dr. Halley has thefe retoirks ; " No 
•* Comet (fays he) has hitherto threat- 
'* encd the Earth with a nearer appulfe 
"than that of 1680, for I find by 
•' calculation that on Nov. nth at 1 hour 
*' 6 minutes after noon, the Comet Was 
*' not above a Scmidiameter of the Sun 
** to the northward of the way of the 
*•* Earth, it which time had the Earth 
**' been in that part of its Orbit, the 
•• Comet I think would have had a 
*' paralfax equal to that of the Moon :" 
*« Iriie formfer obfefvatldns (faid he) 
^* jire fuppofed to be fpokeii- to Affrorio-^ 

mersj 
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•* mtrs J but what might have been 
•• the tbnfcqufence of fo hear an appulie> 
*« bt of 4 cbttta^, or laftly of a CoUiilbn 
* of fhofb telcftial bodies (i^hich are 
^ notrfe of them impoffible) I Ifeavc to 
" Philofophers tb difcufs-" 

Since then this Comet has been feefi 
three times (ince the year 44 before 
Chrift; an^ has been always noted fbr 
the remarkable brightnefs and iplendour 
of its tail^ its poiition in the heavens 
being always neirly the fame when in 
its defceat and afcent^ its nodes are ftill 
fo near the Earth's Orbit, that it is 
agreed by all thofe who have exathiaed, 
and are acquainted, with the heavenly 
motions, to be the only Comet yet 
known that could have been the caufe of 
fuch mighty changes as happened to this 
Earth at the Fa)l and at the Deluge. 

Dr. Hallcy and others have ob- 
ferved, that the Cometary Orbits are 
mod eafily diiiurbed, by the occafional 
nearnefs of their Comets to all other 

bodies. 
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bodies, and efpecially the Comet here 
ipoken of, as it approacheth nearer to» 
and flieth farther off, from the Sun, 
than any other; for which reafon it is 
rather to be wondered that fo little differ-^ 
ence has happened in its periods as we 

find. 

The firft four periods from the De- 
luge will be found rather more than 
576 years; which Mr. Whifton has 
calculated with great exadnefs; for 
he makes the Comet to pafs by the Earth 
the very day (according to Mofes) that 
Noah entered into the Ark. The firft 
two periods, from the year 44 before 
Chrift to the year 1106 after Chrift, 
are about 574-Jr of years each; and 
from" February or March 11 06, to the 
fame months, 168-?., when this Comet 
was in about the fame pofition again, 
or in the fame part of its Orbit, thcfe 
are as nearly as poffible 575 years; when 
the Comet's periods hereafter are better 
afcertained, and Cometick Aflronomy 

better 
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better underftood, it may perhaps ap« 
pear, that many of the Comets^ which 
return into thefe regions in a much 
(horter time, will differ more than the 
periods of the Comet of 1780, From 
what I have now faid, I think it a 
iufiicient argument for fuppofing, that 
the Comet's return was much ihorter 
before than jQnce the Deluge, and I think 
the fame will hold good when I come 
to. treat of its periods during the Mille- 
nium. 

Let it therefore be obferved, that when 
the Comet paifed by the Earth at the 
Deluge, it approached fo near it that it 
did not only alter the Earth's Orbit by 
the Earth's moving in a longer Eilipfis, 
which afterwards lengthened its year 
(as I fliall (how prefently) but it occafi- 
oned mighty convulfiods, by attracting 
it in fdch a manner, as to draw it from 
a Globe (its real form) to an Egg, or el- 
liptical form, during the time of its 
greateft attraction ; which I think Mr. 

Whifton 
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WhiftoD Axfs to have been at or near thd 
bcM^ders gf China, where it would beadte^ 
Qposi with more violence, which as I ha;vo 
oblerved^drew it to the fortn of an Bgg^ 
and ibparated the old world from thc| 
new, ooeaiioning the two great ChafnHi 
which- ;ifcer\v]ard8 became recept&cles fof 
the acquired watere, den<^£niQaDed long 
fince the Grc;9t Atlantick, fracifick, oti 
Great South^Sea : for douiing the greatefk 
ftttradioa the Earth> by being loofoned 
and its parts rent, would caufe the inrr 
ternal waters to burft forth, as they would 
yield more readily tp the attra£i:ive force 
than the. folid parts ; 'which waters unit 
ting with thofe that fell in fuch prodl-» 
gious torrents forfoctjrday^ were capable 
of covering the higheft hiUs fif^teeq (?ubi.ts> 
At the fame tilne we am^i conclu4ft itbal 
the Comet (which by foine is allowed 
to be te0 times as big as tbs Mpqo) WPft 
have bpen ^ffefied in. $ pr;opojl;i9[Qjts 
degree, or nearly foi fgm? ^jlqw^RC? 
beiog- m^^o Cor \hfi giieatcj: velopity of 
1 the 
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the Comet ; for which rcafon during that 
fpace I think its oThit and period muft 
havebeenconfiderably altered. I am now 

Sixthly^ to &0W, why the Comet at i«i 
next return will occafion the conAagratii^t 
the deftrudtic^ of the then inhabitantSi 
and commencement of the Millenium, 

fiut firft I would premiiie a few things ; 
As the Comet preceding tlie Deluge 
had been mightily cooled in the extreme 
cold atid far diftant regions from the Sun | 
it being at that time going to its perlhe- 
lium^ and pafiing near the £arjth; (the 
eaj)th at the £ime time pafling through 
its Atmofphere, and Tail, which was 
heterogeneous; would carry o£f with it 
a Cylinder of prodigipus lengthy whofe 
diameter would exceed 360 degrees^ sind 
whkh contaipiog a great quantity of 
water muft havecaufcd the forty days rain 
mentioned :by Mqfes; xht earthy parti- 
clep which w^re fni^ed with the waters 
in i^.then .rpck -ft^te (would fa bfide as 

I foon 
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as the Comet had palTed by and laid a 

new Strata, the Earth then beginning 

to recover its form, the foul chaotick 

\ matter drawn from its atmofphere, 

filled the atmofphere of our earth with 
noxious vapours, that made our air very 
ynwholefome, which foon reduced the 
life of man to its prefent ftandard. The 
quantity of matter drawn from the 
Comet's atmofphere was (according to 
Mr. Whifton) chiefly the caufe of the 
Earth's flower rotation on its Axis ; for 
by his calculations 29t of the Antedi- 
luvian days were equal to 30 of the 
prefent; and he further fays, that the 
Comet's attradling the Earth at the fame 
time altered its annual orbit into a more 
eccentrick Ellipfis, which was the caufe 
of the year's being lengthened five days 
and upwards, which to me feems moft 
reafonable. 

I think it will not bear a doubt but 
that Noah and his family knew well the 
length of the yeaV before the flood, but 

were 
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were, ignorant of the alteration madein 
the Poft-diluvian year. He therefore, and 
his Sons, making ufe of the Antediluvian 
year (which was 360 days) their pofte* 
rity, following their example, were 
reconciled to an error they could not 
furmount. At laft, by the feafons altering 
fo faft, different nations followed 
different methods : fome reckoned by 
the Sun, others by the Moon. Thelaft 
of which methods prevails among the 
Turks, and mod: Eaftern nations, to this 
day. 

The Egyptians added five days to the 
end of their year; which days they 
called adventitious days, or days of No- 
thing. They thought that their Gods 
were on thofc days, either fleeping or 
taking their pleafure, for which reafon 
they fpent them in feafting, idlcnefs^ 
or wantonnefs. And, according to fome 
of the Spanifh hiftorians, Cortes found 
a fimilar cuftom prevail amongft the 
Mexicans when he conquered their 
I Z country; 
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country; who during thofe days forbore, 
their lacrifices. Indeed I have never 
been able to* difcover that there was any 
regular account made of the year until 
the time of Julius CsE^far, when it was 
firft regulated to any degree of exa£t- 
nefa. 

I hav^ already iaid, that at th? Deluge 
the Comet was in its defcent, or going 
to its Perihelium; which I did the 
better to elucidate my fixth propofition. 
I have now to obferve,that at the Comet's 
ncx^ return to the Sun, where it will be 
terribly bornt, its atmofphere all on 
fire, then in flying off to its Aphelia, and 
in paffmg by the Earth at the fame time 
fo very near, it will receive a violent 
fliock by the Comet's near approach 
find great attrafiion, which in the Earth 
muft occafion mighty cracks and fifures, 
by the parts mod attrafted endeavouring 
to fly oflf. The internal. fires then breaking 
forth, and mixing with the fiery atmo- 
fphere juft drawn from this Comet, will 

certainly 
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certainly be caufe futficietat to deftroy every 
living creature on the face of the Earthyand 
will produce the many figns and wpf^ders 
(6 often mentioned in holy writ ; which 
muft inevitably fill with terrour the inha^ 
bitants oa the moments preceding their 
diiffi^lution; previous to which time I 
have faid the Comet will be going to 
its Aphelia. Suppofing then the Earth 
at fhe fame time (hould be going to its 
Perihelia; two bodies (though in ob«^ 
lique directions) moving with fuch prodi- 
gious fwiftneis as they are known to fljr 
with, muft occafion their approach to be 
akBoft inftantaneQus. But fuppofingthe 
contrary ; and that the earth as well as 
theComet (hould be going to its Aphdia; 
even in that cafe the Comet would ap- 
proach the Earth fo rapidly, as to occa- 
fion the Conflagration to be very fudden, 
the Cj9met's motion exceeding that of 
the garth's almofi: to a degree of incre* 
dibility. 

Our 
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Our Saviour (fpeaking of that day) 
fays, it will come like a thief in the 
nighty which I think implieth its fud* 
dcnncfs. Again (he fays) " Of that day 
none knoweth but the Father/* He there- 
fore bids us watch and pray, which is 
moft affuredly the way to ftand pre- 
pared for every event. What our Saviour 
has faid will convince the Chriftian of the 
fudden coming of that day without having 
recourfe to Agronomical calculations. 

I have feveral times before mentioned^ 
that the Comet's lafl: appearance was in 
the year 1680; it was then going to its 
perihelia ; if to that number we add ^y^, 
its average period, it will produce 2255, 
the latter part of which year, or the be- 
ginning of 2256, may be the time in 
which all the remains of Adam's race 
will fall in one general ruin. 

For my own part, I am fully fatisfied 
of the truth of my hypothefis, namely, 
that the next return of the Comet will 
occafion the fo much expedted Confla- 
gration, 
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gration^ expeded I fay; — becaufe, from all 
the refearches I have be^n able to make^ 
it appears to have had its origin in the An- 
tediluvian worlds and that Noah for 
reafons before mentioned brought the 
account out of the ark with him; yet not* 
withftanding thofe reafons are fatisfa£tory 
to me, I have not the prefumption to 
think they mud be fo to others, amongft 
whom many may require fuch proofs as 
muft amount to demonftration : for fuch 
a tafk I profefs myfelf incapable, being 
neither furniihed with materials or 
poflefled of abilities fufHcient. I will 
however bring to my affiftance the Sacred 
Scriptures* wherein is mentioned in many 
places of the New Teftamept the deftruc- 
tion of the inhabitants . of this earth by 
Fire. In the Old Teftament likewife many 
of the prophets feem to point out a time 
for the coming of Chrift's kingdom, 
as not far diftant from the next return 
of the Comet ; but as I am not able . to 
give a proper explication of all the pro* 

phecies 



64 THE PHOENIX. 

phccics contained therein, relative to 
the Millenium, I leave it to the fiiperiof 
taknts of thofe, whoie more immediate 
bttiinefs it is to interpret and explain 
tht myftcries contained in holy writ. 

To proceed: now the next return of 
the Comet of 1680 may be cxpeded 
about the year of Chrift 2256, which, 
according to Chronology, will be in 
the year of the World 6259. There is a 
Tradition that this world is to oofitinttc 
6000 years, at the end of which the 
Millenium will commence ; indeed 1 do 
not think, that the exad: number of fix 
thottfand years is to be underftood other- 
wife, than that at the end, or after the 
expiration of them, the mighty cataftrophe 
will happen to this Earth and its tlien 
inhabitants; when the Juft will be raifed, 
and Chrift's kingdom -begin, (for it is a 
doubt with many whether the Unjoft 
will then beraifed, that is, thofe who 
died intherr Sins will have noihare in the 
firft Refurredion) ^n account of which I 

c think 
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tfimk is fully fet forth in the twentieth 
chapter of the Revelations, to which I 
(hall beg leave to refer the Reader and 
proceed to my 

"' "Seventh and laft head: wherein I^propofe 
to (how that the Comet which occafioned 
tbe:fbregoingcataftrophy will be the caufe 
of the general Conflafgration a|;id finishing 
of all things with refpedt to this Earth. 

i Let it therefore be obferved, that the 
Comet's fecond return^ after the Confla- 
gration, jvill amount to about 1 150 years, 
if its periods are not greatly altered, for 
at the Deluge icis certain that the Earth's 
annual motion, or year, was lengthened^ 
and for the fame reafon it is natural to 
think the Comet's periods were alfo, as it 
was going to its Perihelia. And as I am 
firmly perfuaded that when the Comet 
will.occafion the Conflagration, at the 
commencement of the Millenium, it 
will be going to its Aphelia, a contrary 
reafon may be affigned for the probability 

K of 
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of its periods being ihortened, when it poti 
an end to Adam's race upon Earth. And 
tvhat I have before obferved as relating to 
the exa(^ number of fix thoufand ycars^ may 
for the fame reafon be applicable to the 
Millenium, or the precife number of 
one thoufand yeafs, fuppofing the Mil- 
lenium took place immediately after 
the Conflagration, therefore I fay that 
this Comet may, by the appointment of' 
God, from the beginning, or fince t&is 
world was framed, be the de(lro<Skion 
of this Earth : for (hould the Comet ia 
its defcent to the Sun hit againft the-Eanib; 
the Earth being in its defcent alfe, ^?hei^ 
motions and direfliions at the fame time 
in fuch relation one to the other that 
when united might go direft^y to the 
Sun, they both muft inevitably be fwaN 
lowed up for ever in that mighty body> 
which in all probability will be tht cafe. 
Sir Ifaac Newton and others were ^f 
opinion, that bodies have been o^n 
drawn to the Sun : tht following reafon^ 

will 
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will ferve to illuftrate this opinion. Firft^ 
that notwithftanding the mighty wafte 
there mud be of the Sun by its continual 
burning, yet there is not, nor ever have 
been, any obferved, as his diameter doth 
not leflen or his body diminifli. The other 
reaibn is, that fome dark fpots at differ- 
ent times are feen on his furface, and not 
always in the fame place, which they 
believe were bodies drawn to the Sun, 
by his great attradion becoming too 
powerful for the velocity of fuch orbs ; 
and defigned by the Almighty Diredor to 
fupply the wafte which fuch a perpetual 
burning mud occafion; and not as feme of 
the ancient Philofophers fancied, that the 
Sun was a body of gold in Fufion ; they 
argued thus, that gold will remain in 
Fufion without wafting. 

As I have before obferved that the 
Earth and the Comet were going to the 
Sun, I will now fuppofe the contrary, 
find that they fliould be going to their 
Aphelia, in which, as before faid^ ftiould 
K a tbif 
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the Comet hit againft the E^th; it 
would in either cafe be carried away, and 
with a mighty noife, fo as to be no more 
found amongft its fellow Planets^ and in 
this latter cafe would become a Comet. 
The Earth will like wife be removed from 
its prefent (lation when the Conflagra- 
tion (hall happen, that precedes the 
Millenium: for we read there will be 
no night but a perpetual day. 

I have now finifhed all that I at firft in- 
tended, I am neverthelcfs refolved to add 
the following by way of lUuftration, with 
fome further thoughts and remarks which 
ii nee I began the foregoing is I think very 
ncceflary . 

That the Sun is vaflly bigger than any 
ether Planet or Comet that we are 
acquainted with, I have before remarked; 
I fball now make it appear, that he is 
coniiderably larger than all, the Planets 
were they joined together in one body; 
this I mean to demonftrate, by adding 
•■ their diameters together and reducing 
^ them 
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them into one hm, by which will be 
fhewn how much the Sun's diameter, ex- 
ceeds them z\\, and for ought we know could 
all the Comets' diameter's Be alfo added to 
the Planets the Sun's even then might be 
found to exceed the whole. The diame- 
ters of the Planets are as follows. 

Miles 

Mercury 2600 The Sun's diameter 

Venus 7906 is 763,00a mildi 

The Earth 7970 

The Moon 2180 

Mars 4444 

Jupiter 81,000 ' 

Saturn 67,000 ^73,100 

I73,ioo,proof 589,900 . 
The forejgoing fketch will I think fhow 
how fmall the Planets are when compa- 
red to the . Sun, which to make appear 
ililt plainer I have added the following 
iPlate, wherein the Planets are laid down 
in their juft magnitude as hear as poHible 
pp the Sun's difk, whereby their difpropor- 
tion to the Sun, and their difference one 
to another^ may be taken in at one view. 

The 
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The Planets are laid down from the 
Sun*s centre at the diftances meotioned 
as follows, it being impofljblc to regard 
any of their real diftajices from the &un 
or from one another, except the Moon's^ 
whofe is laid down at her juft difiance 
from the Earth's centre: 

lorMercmyis 360PP-, ^j^ dift^nt fiom the 

5 or Venus IS §5000 I 3^^ centre 

6 or the Earth is 95000 J 

^ , ., . I miles ^diftant fmm the 

> or the Moon is 24000 J Earth's centre 

i or Mars is 14500 5 ^jj^, jja^nt fnn the 
^orjupjteris 246500 > s„tfs centre ; ' 
^fcorSatarn» 300000 J 

The Sim and Planets being now laid 
down in their juft Proportions as exaft as 
poffibic. To that by infpeaion only therr 
differences will be diftingnrihed 5 let it 
Be obferved, that ihe two fopcfior 
Planets, viz. Jupiter and Sattrm> bear 
Ibme proportion to the Sort, but the reft 
hardly any at all. And although the Suii 
is fuch a mighty body, what is he when 
coxupared to this our fyftem only : WWfe it 
^ poflibk 



The sun. 
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poffible to removeourfelyes to the verge of 
it he would be reduced nearly to 9 ma- 
tbejpatical point, or at moft wpuld not 
appear much above as big again as Sirius 
(one of the neareft fixed ftars) does la us 
new. But when cogipared to the myriads 
of JfcJar f^ftems he will bear nQ proportion 
at ill : not fo inuch as a drop in the 
Ocean: or according to the prophetfck 
expreffion as a duft m a balance* 

As to the Eairth we inhabit^ though in 
itfelf. a mighty body, it will he found very 
fpiall when compared to the Sun only* 
as may he fcen by referring to the Plate* 
Is it therefore reafonable to think as the 
bulk of mankind have done and ftill doj 
that all thofe glorious Orbs contained 
in the bouud^s fpace were framed and. 
hrought.intp order, during the fix days 
of Creation, and d^gned only toipacj^le 
to usin our winter Evenings i The Sun wc 
fee and feel his influfQce : , tfie Mooa 
has her'salfo ; as (he is aj[>undantly nearer 
to Qsiban Any other body, being acorn* 

panion 
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panion to our Earth. Venus and Mars 
have fome influence^ but the reft of the 
Planets from their great diftances ran* 
have very little on our mundane affairs. 
But when we come to the fixed ftars; 
myriads of them are removed to fuch 
immenfe diftances that they are not viii- 
hle'to the naked eye, it cannot therefore 
be fuppofed that they have any influence 
at all throughout this whole iyftem. 
Sirius^ as I have obferved^ is one of the 
neareft, according to our beft and moft 
accurate obfervers of the celeftial bodies ; 
and is computed to be above 32-000- 
ooo-9op-ooo-*or bimillion of miles diftant 
from oar Sun. 

Can it therefore with juftice be thought 
that fo wife a being, as God is« could a(5t 
in fuch a manner, as to make all thofe 
glorious bodies, at the fame time, and for 
the accommodation of man only, Man^ 
the meaneft perhaps of all created beings, 
who hopes for immortality, being re* 
duced to fuch a (late by the Fall ? I 

muft 
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inuft confefs I cannot think (6 : Wd 
Ihould certainly accufc that Prince of great 
folly, who (hoi^ld build a grand and fdperb 
ps^lace for the receptionof one of hismoft 
menial fervants, and ' at the fame time 
eredt a miferable hovel for himfelf to 
dwell in ; yet, notwithftanding, we can 
attribute any thing to God be it ever 
fo abfurd. True it is, that the ce- 
leftial bodies are placed in fuch beautiful 
order that they appear like fo many pre- 
cious gems in a rich Canopy : fuch an one 
as none but an Almighty Architect: 
could produce and prefent to our view : 
a workmanfhip of fuch beauty and magni-* 
tude that it is with wonder and amazement 
we behold and contemplate them ^ which 
is indeed the only benefit we are like to 
receive JFrom them in our prefent ftate* 
Let us not therefore think fo meanly of 
' the Almighty, but afcribe to him all 
Wifdom: believing that his creative 
power and all other his attributes were 
from all beginning (a time we know not) 
L is 
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is now, and will forever cdntlnneimin^tu^ 
bly the fame. Tohim then be allowed wfaaf 
is mod juilly his due; all power, an4 
glory, might, majefty, and domifiion^ 
mvf and for eycf. 
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